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Dear Parishioners, 

There seems so much to share with you today – please excuse this long letter, 

but we are all facing a significant moment in our life as Australians and as 

people of faith.  

The Covid-19 virus and the societal responses that are required are testing us 

at so many levels. Today I wish to inform you of some of our Parish plans to 

respond to the directive from the Archdiocese that as of Thursday 19th March 

all masses and public liturgies in the Archdiocese are suspended for the 

immediate future. 

As people of faith we know that Jesus is with us. For many a life of faith 

centred on the Eucharistic has been our practice from early days. For others of 

our brothers and sisters the practice of attending mass may be more recent as 

a result of adult conversion and grace experienced on the road of life’s 

journey. For some, masses at School level and other occasional events are 

special in that they are fleeting glimpses of God close to them in very 

significant family moments. Whatever our level of faith, we know deep within 

that we are cherished by God and that we are safe in God’s hands. Let that be 

our foundational stance in these worrying times.   

We share a love of our country too, despite our political differences and 

varying perspectives around many issues. As citizens we share a common life in 

this great south land of the Holy Spirit and so we all want to assist each other 

and to help Australia as a civil society to weather this storm and to find its way 

forward to a new day. Many Australians may not see themselves as having a 

faith that resonates with the parable of the Good Samaritan, but I do believe 

most hold stories like that of Simpson and his Donkey at Gallipoli as examples 

to be proud of, and to imitate. I see the two stories merged and represented in 

one image – whether Samaritan or Private Simpson - the image of a kind soul 

picking up a needy person and carrying them to safety is quintessentially 

Australian. That spirit is being called on in this time. 

We are invited to care for each other in extraordinary ways and to work 

together to limit the spread of infection. In this way we will give our health 

services time to prepare for, and to manage, any large outbreaks of infection.  
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Our Masses and Sacraments.  

You will be aware that the Government has introduced strict limits on public 

gatherings and that churches are not exempt from these requirements.  

Our Bishops and local church communities throughout Australia have made a 

commitment to support policies that ensure public safety and provide 

maximum protection for the society at large.  

So as I stated above, we have now been informed that all masses and public 

gatherings of the faithful in Adelaide are suspended immediately. All 

Catholics are exempted from the obligation to attend mass on Sunday. 

This prohibition means that no liturgical gatherings or daily masses will be 

celebrated either.  

Our Apostolic Administrator, Bishop Gregory O’Kelly has communicated his 

awareness of how difficult this decision is for all of us, and how it will leave 

many people unsure, saddened and at a loss. He has referred to this time in 

society as a ‘desert time’, and indeed it is.  

However our faith tells us that Israel not only came forth from its 40 years of 

wandering through the desert, but emerged as a new people, with a new vision 

of themselves and a new and deeper vision of God. Let us hope that our desert 

journey over the months ahead will empower us in a similar way.  

We are being called to be Church in a new way – let us respond 

wholeheartedly! 
 

So today I wish to share with you some plans and possibilities for 

the coming weeks  

We are preparing the following strategies.  

Look to our Parish Website & Facebook to connect with us. 

1. You may wish to follow the Stations of the Cross from St Paul’s Glen 

Osmond – by YouTube or Parish Website on Good Friday (and other 

times) 
 

2. We will be webcasting & streaming masses and other talks from the 

Monastery. Again these will be linked through our website and will be 

available as soon as we can arrange this initiative.  
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3. Telephone Tree 

a. We are establishing a ‘telephone tree’ to enable broader contact 

with parishioner - especially any who are alone or somewhat 

isolated.  

b. Would you like to volunteer to be a ‘phone-friend’ to others in the 

parish?  

That is, to be a person who would call one or two people each 

week to see how they are, to listen to any concerns etc. This 

service would be offered to any in the parish who ask for or who 

accept to be nominated for this service. (It does not involve calling 

someone who does not expect a call).  

 

c. If you can help – please REGISTER on the sheet at the front of the 

church or phone the Parish Office on: 8338 1277. 

 

d. If you know of someone isolated in any way and that person 

would appreciate a phone call at regular intervals from a fellow 

parishioner – and you secure their agreement – please notify the 

parish office by phone or email and add their name and number 

to the list please 

 

4. Would you like to be invited into a video conference to listen to some 

reflections and talks over the Easter Triduum and the weeks to follow 

from Fr. Denis / Fr Tony & Fr Patrice (a Youth Focused conference)? 

Please register your email address to receive a link to join a video 

conference. 

 

5. Would you like your children to have the option for a catechetical input 

from our Parish Associate Ms. Pauline Connell?  Please register your 

email to receive a link to join a video conference.  

 

6. Would you wish to follow mass on the Web each Sunday - broadcast 

from our Passionist members in the USA?  Each week the mass is 

celebrated and then uploaded. The liturgy lasts for 30 minutes. Go to: 

https://thesundaymass.org/ 

 

https://thesundaymass.org/
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7. Would you like to register to receive some articles and spiritual reading 

that you can use over the Easter period?  Please register your email 

address or postal address with the Parish Office to receive these articles. 

 

8. Likewise - Family Prayer Resources will be made available. Pauline is 

preparing prayer sheets that can be emailed (or collected) for family use. 

These prayer resources can be used for individual prayer, couple prayer 

or family prayer together, especially now our Sunday rhythms will be so 

radically effected.  Let’s make the Home a real place where as Jesus 

promised - if two or three are gathered in my name, I am there in the 

midst of them. 

 

9. Adoration & Quiet Meditation in the Churches.  The Blessed Sacrament 

will also be placed on the Altar in both churches for some hours each 

Sunday. These times and any other weekly times will be publicised. This 

is for private or family and individual private prayer and quiet reflection. 

(Small groups only – and social distancing will apply).  

 

10. Recollection Days. The Parish will still offer recollection mornings – via 

the Internet – at dates which we will post on the Notice Board and on 

the Parish Website. These ‘mornings’ will be on average two hour 

sessions with both input and breaks for quiet reflection. Please register 

for these seminars by placing your email address on the list available 

outside the churches (or by phoning the Parish Office).  

 

Other Sacramental Moments.  

Weddings. 

If a wedding has been arranged – there is a 100 guest limit on presence in the 

church. Social distancing (complying with Government regulations) will apply. 

Baptism. 

Families may still arrange for baptisms. Precautions must be in place to keep 

the guest numbers to the immediate family and a small number. Social 

distancing must be practised and hygiene conditions will strictly apply when 

using water and other contact with child or family members.  
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Anointing of the sick. 

Please contact us. We are limited by Government arrangements in place for 

Nursing/Retirement Homes, but will work with each family concerning the 

needs of a sick relative.  

Sacrament of reconciliation. 

This will be celebrated by individual rite. Please check with the notice boards, 

or contact the Parish Office for times of availability. 

Individual appointments with one of the priests or staff. This is possible, 

please contact us about making a time to meet. Please note that social 

distancing regulations will apply even to such meetings  

 

Some other levels of help. 

If needing other levels of connection or help you may wish to go to: 

Centacare: http://centacare.org.au/services/ 

Beyond Blue: https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-

support 

 

We will endeavour to keep everyone in the parish informed as best we can and 

will add more initiatives to the above list as they are developed.  

Indeed suggestions are welcomed.  

Please ensure we have your email address to enable us to keep you regularly 

updated.  

 

May God bless and guide you, 

Fr. Denis cp. 

On behalf of our Parish Team and the Passionist Community.  
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